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Pastor’s Page
Dear UJCC family,
I’m writing this on the first day of Spring. Just driving around town, we see
petals raining from the trees as the wind blows gently. The buds on the trees
seem otherworldly; in my neighbor’s yard, the fig tree’s bare branches have
leaves unfolding from their tips! Yesterday afternoon, I saw a breathtaking red
bud tree and an amaryllis with a flower as big as my face!
I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again…No matter how many springs a person
experiences, it’s always like we’re experiencing it again for the first time. It’s
such a time of wonder, almost like a return to childhood when “magical” is the
word that describes much of our existence.
We know Spring will always follow winter. We trust that after the cold, rainy
season the daffodils will come up once again and our Valley temperatures will
rise to their summer peak.
As we approach Easter, the parallels strike me: we travel through Lent; we are
guided to journey through a season of repentance, reflection, and prayer. And
we know what awaits us on the other end.
As Easter people, we expect resurrection and yet each time we experience it,
it has a freshness, a newness that catches us by surprise. Whether it is the
blossoming of hope after a time of heartbreak and suffering or an enfolding
peace that takes our pain and transforms it into renewed purpose, resurrection
is real. Truly God is faithful. We trust God will see us through difficult times,
just as God remained faithful to Jesus through his trials. We trust in the
energy and spirit of resurrection.
And when we know in our bones the power of resurrection, we don’t want to
keep it for ourselves! We have two upcoming opportunities to include our
friends and family in the miracle of new life and joy that Christ extends to us:
Easter Sunday on April 16 (Easter breakfast before worship and Easter Egg
Hunt after!) and the UJCC Annual Church Picnic on May 7! (Also please don’t
forget two days that lead us into this celebration: Palm Sunday on April 9 @
10:30am and Good Friday on April 14 @ 7pm.)
Before I close, I want to give thanks again to Mark Muzyka who has served
faithfully as our Treasurer and Finance Chair. We thank him for the countless
ways he’s strengthened our church, helped streamline our finances, and
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educated our congregation on the budget and restricted/non-restricted funds,
among other things. He stepped down at February’s Board of Directors
meeting because he wants to worship with his wife, Laurie, at her church. We
are most grateful for Dr. Ken Kurokawa, interim Chair of Finance Committee,
who has already done so much in the last month! His tireless efforts, sharp
mind, and compassionate heart are such gifts for UJCC.
Lenten and Easter blessings!
Akiko

Joys and Concerns
2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature;
the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.” This is the hope
we experience at Easter and the wholeness we pray for as we lift up…
Elaine Omachi
Hisaye Naito
Paras Family
Foon Lau
June Kishi
Roy Omi
Frances Kurushima
Marge Sanbongi
Yoshiko Baba
We pray for concerns in our church community…
• For all on hospice care, including Marge Sanbongi, Ben Honda, and
Sam Maeda (Mel Imai’s brother’s father-in-law);
• For Danny Trejo, a student of Bob Hamasaki, a senior at Mendota
High School who injured his knee during his last state playoff soccer
game. He has been offered many full ride scholarships and much is at
stake;
• For all ongoing surgery, including Justina Lowe;
• For Melissa Rose, Carol and Anthony Contreras’ niece, who was hit
Feb. 19 by a hit-and-run driver on her bike;
• For all undergoing cancer treatment, including Joan Karasaki, Dana
Riley’s mom, and Alvin Togo who returned home Feb. 21 and was in
church on March 19!;
• For all with health concerns, including Alisa Masada (memory
troubles); for Lucia Ancheta, Ruby Sagrado’s mother (heart attack);
John Stoner, Akiko Miyake-Stoner’s uncle (tumor between backbone
and aorta); Richard Ramage, Tom’s brother (recovering from fall and
infection); for Tami Ramage-Lopez’s friend Sherry Walling’s father
(esophageal cancer) and her brother (hospitalized);
For those who grieve…
• For the family of Akira Tokubo, Cathy Emler’s father and Joyce
Dessert’s cousin, who passed away in February. Service will be
Friday, March 31 at Fowler Buddhist Temple @ 11am;
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For the family of Haru Maeda (Mel Imai’s brother’s mother-in-law) who
passed away late February;

For our wider community and world…
• For the people of Peru suffering from severe flooding and its effects:
food and clean water shortages;
• For the people of Japan on the 6th anniversary of the tsunami;
• For all who are homeless, including Cooley Sensei, a friend of Herb
Jue;
• For all those affected and holding uncertainty and fear by the Oroville
Dam;
• For increased understanding between people of different political and
social perspectives and increased empathy and compassion between
people;
• For all people and places affected by violence;
• For all who experience trauma and fear due to war;
• For those who struggle with mental illness and those who care for
them, that the system might be easier for folks to receive the care
they need and deserve;
• For refugees all over the world;
For God’s goodness in our community…
• Gratitude for answered prayer: Kristen Ikeda’s sister, Katie Equinoa
Kimble, whose brain tumor is benign!;
• Traveling mercies for Jeff Herron, going to North Carolina for an “elite”
technician competition for Penseke Automotive; prayers for good luck!;
• For Rev. Rae Kim’s dissertation progress; he made one (of many)
presentations in Berkeley on March 16;
• For all celebrating birthdays in March, including Rev. Mas Kawashima
and Tomoko Naito;
• Fratitude for Chinese New Year Parade booth helpers: Jeanette
Nishimori, Gail Yamamoto, Elaine Renge, Rev. Rae Kim, Soojin Hyun,
Aiden Kim, and Lucy Kim; for Carol Yamashita who help with prep and
getting prizes; and for Herb Jue for inviting us to participate;
• blessing upon Y’s Men’s Club and Interfaith Cultural Club, who
worshipped with us on Feb. 19;
• Prayer of gratitude for Diane Sorrenti, owner of Biscotti House and
friend of Tim Ikeda, who has recovered from shingles;
• Gratitude to Toban C and D for their hospitality in March!
If we have made any errors, we apologize and would appreciate any
corrections! If you have any changes or additions to our list, please let Akiko
know (322-0701 or akiko@ujcclife.com).
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SPRC
SPRC will meet on March 16th, Thursday at 6:30 PM for it’s monthly meeting.
Together with the UJCC Men’s Group and the church’s janitorial service, the
church-owned residence has been professionally cleaned. A new ceiling fan
has been installed by Tom Wong.
We have also implemented an Emergency Contact Form for our church staff.
Staff-Parish Relations Committee members include: Sheryl Elliott, Arlene
Eberly, Jo Katayama, Garrett Masterson, Gaylen Thelander, David Wong and
Tom Wong.
Gratefully,
Arlene and Jo
Co-Chairpersons

The Japanese-American Photo Project
A large box of photographs featuring the Central Valley Japanese-American
community from the 1920’s - 1940’s was donated to Chinatown Revitalization
Inc. Most of the photographs do not have any details such as names or dates
to identify who was in the pictures. Some have a label indicating that they
were shot or developed at Frank Kamiyama’s studio on 1413 Tulare Street in
Fresno, CA. These photographs depict weddings, military ceremonies,
graduations, theater productions, and the everyday lives of JapaneseAmericans during that period.
Led by Dr. Kris Clarke, the Japanese-American Photo Project was created by
a group of undergraduate social work students at Fresno State. The goal of
the students is not only to transcribe information from those who recognize the
individuals in the photographs, but also to connect with the stories behind the
photographs and to learn more about the Japanese-American culture.
The Japanese-American Photo Project is excited to hold its second photo
viewing on Sunday, April 30, 2017, from 12pm to 2pm. It will take place at the
United Japanese Christian Church on 136 N. Villa Avenue, Clovis, 93612. This
event is open to the public and will be held during fellowship time. We need
your help to discover who these people were and to unfold the history behind
these photographs. We hope to see you there!
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LAY VISITATION ACTIVITIES
Spring and Easter celebrations will be highlighted during the month of
April as many of the members of the Lay Visitation Team reach out to seniors
in our church community. One of our activities will focus on bringing the news
of Jesus’ resurrection to the residents of the Vintage Gardens Senior Homes at
a special service to be held on Wednesday, April 12, 2017, at 4 p.m. Join us
as we usher in Easter and celebrate spring with all the seniors. Help us in
singing hymns, shaking hands, sitting alongside the residents, and passing
out treats to everyone. It is a grand fellowship time. Marcia Chung will be the
chairperson for this service.
We continue to visit our senior shut-ins every week. We keep each
other informed of new addresses, and plan visits to outlying areas. A vigorous
card ministry is also part of our repertoire. If you know of seniors who would
appreciate a “thinking of you” card, please let us know. Most of all, the LVT
members pray for our seniors each time we see them, bringing them cheer and
love in Christ’s name.
If you would like to join us as we reach out, please contact June
Sakaguchi (junekaysak@gmail.com), or Marcia Chung
(r_mchung@yahoo.com). We appreciate all the help we can get. Our next
planning meeting will be held on Thursday, May 4, 2017, 5:30 p.m. at UJCC.
Co-Directors LVT:
Marcia and June

SPRING WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY SERIES
“Finding I Am” by Lysa TerKeurst
A Monday evening (7 p.m.), and Thursday morning (10 a.m.), Bible study
class has begun at UJCC. All women are welcome to join in this 6 week
course called “Finding I Am” by Lysa TerKeurst, studying the gospel of John
and focusing upon the “I Am” statements of Jesus. During her video teaching
sessions, Lysa takes us to the Holy Land where Jesus may have been when
he uttered the “I Am” statements. We will discover that “Jesus is the key to
any kind of satisfaction you are looking for.”
Contact facilitators June Sakaguchi, Diane Honda or Carol Visitacion if you
wish to participate or have any questions. This spring series will conclude on
the week of April 24th.
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Sunday School

In preparation for Palm Sunday, the 5th and 6th grade class has drawn pictures
to be published on the Palm Sunday Worship Bulletin. We did this in our
class. However, if your 5th or 6th grader missed this class, it’s not too late to get
published on the Worship Bulletin for Palm Sunday. The only requirements are
that it be hand drawn and done in black and white. The due date for this is:
April 2, 2017.
All Sunday School Classes will get the opportunity to be published on the
Worship Bulletin. The Sunday School Teachers have their theme and dates
when it is their turn and the due date. The Sunday School Teachers have plan
to do this in class. However, if your child misses this class they are more than
welcome to participate. Therefore, check with your Sunday School Teacher
about their theme and due date.
On April 9, 2017 is Palm Sunday and the Sunday School Students will be
processing in with palms on that day so please have your Sunday School
Students in their classrooms by 10:15 a.m.
On April 9, is Easter: On this day we will be doing our Easter tradition of
flowering the cross. Therefore, we are asking to please have your Sunday
School Student(s) in their classrooms by 10:15 a.m.
On Easter directly after service the Sunday School students from Pre-school
through 6th grade will have an Easter egg hunt. We are asking for donations of
filled plastic eggs. Please no chocolate candy, because it melts and is a mess
when the students open their eggs. We would greatly appreciate wrapped
candy in the eggs. Also, please tape the eggs shut. Please put the eggs in the
High School Classroom. Here are some suggestions of candy to put in the
eggs: skittles, gummy fish, or worms, nerds, wrapped jelly beans or jelly
belly’s, nerds, sour patch kids etc.
Thank You in advance for your cooperation and donations.
Mary-Kay Watkins and Rana Yamamura
Co- Sunday School Superintendents
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FRIEND’S CARE
Friend’s Care will gather April 14, Friday deliver our monthly bento boxes.
The generosity of our friends enables us to continue our church mission begun
over 14 years ago. And our mission is to serve seniors throughout our
community.

Save The Date: All-Church Picnic!
All are invited to this year’s UJCC picnic! Food, fun, and fellowship for all ages!
When: Sunday, May 7; 10am
Where: Parkview Shelter @ Woodward Park
Please bring your favorite dish to share. Hamburgers and hot dogs will be
provided.
Invite your friends!

“How to Survive an Active Shooter”
Jesse Herring is a School Resource Officer in Clovis Unified School District.
He is primarily based at Alternative Education, but also responds to calls
throughout the district because of his expertise and experience in high risk
situations. Officer Herring served with the Fresno Police Department for 26
years before coming to CUSD. Among his many duties, he taught for 15 years
at the Police Academy. He is busy in the community and has developed a
presentation that he teaches at churches and other organizations. He will
discuss with Sunday School teachers and any interested members of the
congregation, “How to Survive an Active Shooter.” During this 35 minute
presentation, Officer Herring will review information, strategies and tactics to
learn how to survive in a life threatening situation and help others do the same.
“How to Survive an Active Shooter”
Speaker: Jesse Herring
Date: April 30
Time: 12:00
Location: Fellowship Classroom
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Sakura Matsuri
A springtime celebration of children and youth!

11:45 am
12:15 pm
1:15 pm

Sunday, April 23, 2017
at United Japanese Christian Church
136 North Villa – Clovis (322-0701)
11:45 am – 1:30 pm
$13.00
Welcome/Entertainment by UJCC Youths
Lunch
Raffle / Silent and Dessert Auction

Menu: Chicken Teriyaki, Rice, Vegetables, Fruit, Tsukemono, and Cake
Proceeds from this fundraiser will help support youth group activities, provide
camp scholarships for Jr. High Camp, Asian Camp and Mission Trips this
summer! Tickets may be purchased after worship in the fellowship hall or the
church office.
Thank You for your support ☺
UJCCyouth.org

Facebook Invites!
More opportunities for faith and fun are only a click away! Our church as you
probably already know is part of a larger network of churches called the Central
Valley District. Comprised of over 80 congregations we have launched a
Facebook page to keep you better informed of all the faith and fun opportunities
you may not know about – some of which might be just down the street from
where you live! Look for it on Facebook as the CentralValleyCNUMC to “like”
us and find out about events in our district and in our conference.
While you’re at it, “like” UJCC (listed as United Japanese Christian Church) on
Facebook as well to learn about upcoming events and see photos of our
church in action!
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Tomodachi Seniors Group and Friends
Ongoing Activities
Fitness Class: Monday’s 9:30-10:15 AM – Luvena Jacobsen, Instructor
We’ll meet every Monday in April.
Knitting Circle: Two Mondays in April @ 10:30 AM
We’ll meet on April 3rd and April 17th.
Game Day: One Wednesday—April 12th at 10 AM
Past Event
AARP Driver Safety Course
Thank you to our AARP Instructor, Mr. Donald Ashton.
Future Events
Tour of the Greek Monastery in Dunlap
Luncheon at the Saint Nicholas Ranch Retreat
Wednesday, April 26th **PLEASE NOTE THIS REVISED DATE**
Join us as we carpool through the picturesque valley to Dunlap, home
to the Monastery (Convent) of the Holy Theotokos the Life Giving Spring. We’ll
visit this beautiful church built on a hill overlooking the Saint Nicholas Ranch.
Founded in 1993, the monastery is currently the home to 21 nuns. It is
considered a spiritual oasis of Orthodox Christian worship and spirituality...a
stunning, unexpected place of beauty. The monastery is a step back in time—
visually splendid with inlaid floors, gorgeous woodwork and stunning bronze
candelabras.
We will enjoy a luncheon together after our visit to the monastary.
A sign up form and informational flyer are located in the Church
fellowship hall. Please note that the flyer states the appropriate attire for the
tour of the Monastery. If you have any questions regarding this outing, please
contact Janelle Saito at (559) 313-0489.
Save the Date
Wednesday, May 24th
Movie (TBA) and Lunch at the UJCC
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COMMUNITY CARE
Past Events for Community Care
Donation to FIRM was made in March by the Community Care Team in the
amount of $500 to further the ministry of FIRM. Since the first of the year, FIRM
has taken on helping Syrian families, who have relocated to Fresno, in addition to
their work with Lao, Hmong and other groups.
Coming Events for Community Care
Friday, April 14, 2017 @ 8-10am @ Pinedale Community Fellowship (7061
N San Pablo Ave, Pinedale, CA 93650) You are invited to come help pack and
distribute food boxes for our friends in Pinedale. This is a service of the Community
Food Bank. We will be partnering with Good Neighbor Center, Inc., an organization
which supports the community of Pinedale through relationships, mentoring, food,
and clothing. For more information, please contact Ken Kurokawa.
Team Membership If you are interested and want more information about
Community Care, please contact someone on the CC Team or chair Ken
Kurokawa. The next meeting will be held at UJCC on Sunday, June 4, 2017 at
noon.

Dinuba Palm United Methodist Church
Ikebana Flower Show

and
United Methodist Women Boutique
Saturday, April 8th
2:00 PM-4:30 PM
Proceeds from the $5.00 admission ticket for the Flower Show will
benefit Dinuba’s Open Gate Ministries (assists and supports the homeless and
hungry in the community) and Reedley’s Community Youth Ministries.
Refreshments will be served.
Palm UMC is located at 438 W. Tulare Street in Dinuba. If you have
questions regarding this event, please contact Mrs. Aiko Takeda at
(559) 281-7486.
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Girl Scout Troop 305
By Kathie Sakamoto
Girl Scouts helped with selling raffle tickets and delivering lunches to the
vendors at the Fresno Buddhist Asian Craft Fair on Saturday, March 18th. We
had a small but MIGHTY crew that came out to help. Thank you all who came
out!! Much appreciated!!
The Junior 5th grade class did their Bronze Award at the Ronald McDonald
House. They cooked dinner for 35+ people. The dinner theme was Fiesta –
Tortilla chicken soup, nacho/taco/taco salad bar and dessert ice cream topped
with of course Girl Scout cookies. They made a cookbook for the 18 families
that stayed there. As there grade leader I am very proud of them for all their
hard work and dedication they put into the Bronze Award project. It was a girl
lead team effort project and they all worked well together. Please congratulate
the following Girl Scouts – Madison Chung, Mariah Decker, Caroline Keppler,
Makenna Naoe, Alyson Tinseth and Mia Urabe.
Girl Scout Troop 305 would like to thank you all of you for your support during
cookie sales. We appreciate your continuous support!!

Makenna Naoe, Mia Urabe, Alyson Tinseth, Madison Chung, Mariah Decker
and Caroline Keppler
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CLOVIS JACL SCHOLARSHIPS
CALLING ALL CUSD SENIORS – CLOVIS JACL SCHOLARSHIPS!
Applications are available to ALL qualified CUSD high school seniors for the
Clovis Japanese American Citizens League Scholarship. Scholarships of
$1000.00 are awarded at each of the high schools in Clovis Unified School
District. The selection process is based on: grades, co-curricular activities,
leadership, and community service. ALL STUDENTS REGARDLESS OF
ETHNICITY ARE ENCOURAGED TO APPLY!! IT IS NOT NECESSARY FOR
THE APPLICANT TO BE OF JAPANESE AMERICAN DESCENT TO APPLY.
The application includes the following:
1. Official, sealed transcript of grades
2. Two letters of recommendation: one from school personnel and one
from a community member.
3. Completed application form.
Completed applications are due APRIl 21, 2017. Applications are available
at your high school counseling office. Applications are also available on
request by contacting Maggieikedapendleton@cusd.com. Feel free to call
Maggie Pendleton at 327-1877 or 298-0356 for questions or concerns.
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UNITED JAPANESE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
2/20/17 thru 3/26/17
SPECIAL OFFERINGS
D/M Richard Asami: In Memory of Emilio Masada Lee
Joyce Dessert: Flower Arrangement
Cherry Henmi: In Memory of Joy Asami
Girl Scout Troop #305: Orei- honorable respect
Lisle Funeral Home: Robert Inouye
Mine Ikeda: In Honor of Fibber Hirayama & Dale & Debbie’s retirements
Tim Ikeda: In Memory of Joyce Anabo
R/R Mas Kawashima: Mas’s birthday offering
Carole Morita: In Memory of Fusa & Seichi Mikami
Mae Morita: Kitchen Supply Fund
M/M Terry Leeds: In Memory of Toru Naito 30th anniversary of passing
Sally Nagata: Community Care
Tomoko Naito: Thank you offering
Karen Sakoda: Thank you for hosting JHC counselors
M/M Raoul Contreras: Donation
Barbara Nakagawa: Donation
M/M Chris Ramage-Lopez: Donation
M/M Clarence Suzuki: Donation
Dorothy Takahashi: Donation
IN MEMORY OF FAYE HARADA
Day Kusakai
Lisle Funeral Home
Tomoko Naito
M/M Stanley Nakagawa

M/M Yukio Tani
M/M Ron Uragami
M/M Don Wakida
M/M Mike Yatabe

MEMORIAL BRICKS FUND
Tim Ikeda: Tamizo & Okayo Matsumoto, Fumio “Ike” & Mine Ikeda
John Sato
BUILDING FUND
Sally Nagata
Mary Tanaka: In Memory of Joe Tanaka
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FRIENDS CARE
M/M Dan Eberly
M/M Jeff Herron: In Memory of
Nob Takemoto
Dorothy Hirasuna
Helen Ikawa
Yukio Ikuma
M/M Yo Katayama
M/M George Kiyomoto
Lisle Funeral Home
Carole Masumoto
Mae Matsunaga
Haruye Nagata

Sally Nagata
Hisaye Naito
M/M Bob Okazaki
Helen Shirakawa
M/M Joey Somawang: In Memory of Hanaye
Renge & Fay Nakaguchi’s healing
Hiroko Tanaka
Mary Tanaka
M/M Chris Tange
Sam Teragouchi: In Memory of Faye Harada
Kay Teraoka
M/M Mike Yatabe: In Memory of Faye Harada

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING (OGHS)
M/M Curtis Abe
D/M Richard Asami
Donna Chiamori
M/M Robert Chung
Fibber Hirayama
D/M Glenn Ikawa
M/M Dale Ikeda
Mine Ikeda
M/M Mel Imai
M/M Tony Ishii
Etsu Katsura

Dorothy Kimura
Amy Kiritani
Day Kusakai
R/M Saburo Masada
M/M Joseph Matsuo
Nobuko McGee
Akiko Miyake-Stoner
Tom Miyake
Mae Morita
Sally Nagata
M/M Dick Naito

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sally Nagata
M/M Bob Okazaki
Toshi Sakai
TOMODACHI
M/M Robert Kooda: Appreciation
For Your Visitation
Mae Morita
M/M Bob Okazaki

Tomoko Naito
Susie Nakagawa
M/M Norman Ocampo
M/M Gregg Saito
Toshi Sakai
Helen Shirakawa
Aiko Snavely
D/M Lindsay Takeda
Jodene Tanaka
Mary Tanaka
M/M Ron Uragami
D/M Paul Yamashita

YOUTH GROUP
Sally Nagata
M/M Ken Naoe
Toshi Sakai
M/M Yukio Tani
YOUTH LEADER FUND
M/M Emil Arendt
Tina Chan
M/M Jack Coon
M/M Russell Takeuchi
M/M Tom Wong
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