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Pastor’s Page
Dear UJCC Friends and Family,
People differ on how they experience New Year’s Day. Some people make a list
of New Year’s resolutions. Some sign up for gym membership, while others begin
to learn how to play a musical instrument. Some others, like me, give up on
making New Year’s resolutions since they learned that they can’t stick to the
resolutions for more than three days. Some plan to work more in the New Year,
while others plan to play more. For some people, the New Year’s Day is more
important than any other day in the year, while for some others, it is “just another
day.” How about you? Do you have new hopes, dreams, and resolutions for the
New Year? How would you like to start the new year?
Whether or not we recognize New Year’s Day as a special day, I believe the
significance of this “new day” for Christians comes from our belief that every day
is actually a new day, another opportunity to serve, and a loving “present” from
God. New Year’s Day is a great symbol that reminds us of the new day God
allows us to experience everyday. Yes, in a sense, it is just another day. The
same old life problems that have been heavy on our shoulders do not really go
away just because it is a new year. However, if we can open our hearts and pay
attention to God’s grace in our daily life, we may be able to see that it is a
blessing that ever since God created the heavens and the earth there is evening
and there is morning (Genesis 1:5). Everyday is God’s new creation.
I believe that what we are called to do in order to experience God’s new creation
in our daily life throughout the New Year is to change our perspective. Paul, in his
letter to the Corinthians, proclaims that: “From now on, therefore, we regard no
one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human
point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there
is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become
new!” (2 Corinthians 5:16-17, NRSV)
Here, the Scripture is telling us that the secret to become “a new creation” is to
change our perspective. Paul says that we once knew Christ from a human point
of view. If we see Jesus Christ from a human point of view, what we see is a man
who was betrayed, abandoned, and crucified. The Christ crucified is “a stumbling
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles (1 Corinthians 1:21)”. However, everything
looks different when we are in Christ. When we are in Christ, we experience the
unceasing love of God manifested in the life, death, and resurrection of the Christ.
When we are in Christ, we realize that we do not have to justify anything to be
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loved by the Most High. When we are in Christ, no matter how tough it might
seem, our life has a meaning and purpose to expand the Kingdom of God on
earth. When we are in Christ, though “the grass withers and flowers fall” (Isaiah
40:8), I am always a new creation: “Behold, everything old has passed away,
everything has become new.”
May this God’s grace and peace bless your brand new days in 2018, mold you to
become a new creation, and enable you to continuously create the Kingdom of
God in your family, school, work, church and everywhere you go.
New Year’s blessing to you all
Rae

Joys and Concerns
“And he who was seated on the throne said, ‘Behold, I am making all things
new.’ Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.’”
Revelation 21:5
In this New Year, let us pray for wholeness to God who is making all things
new. We lift prayers for…
Elaine Omachi
Frances Kurushima
Hisaye Naito

June Kishi
Paras Family
Yoshiko Baba

We pray for concerns in our church community…
·
For all in the season of finals;
·
For traveling mercies for all this holiday season;
·
For all struggling with health concerns, including Larry Bumpus
(kidney failure; husband of Julie, Arlene Eberly’s cousin);
·
For those on hospice care, including Fran Uhle (Tami Ramage-Lopez’s
friend’s mother) and Bea Kashiwagi (Brenda Nagata’s mother);
For those who grieve…
·
·

For the loved ones of Barbara Sugai (Ken and Bea Tsutsui’s cousin);
For the family of Karou Masuda of Turlock (Mike Yamamoto’s uncle)
who passed November 31;
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For the family and friends of those killed in the mosque attack in
Egypt;
For the crew members of the Argentine submarine;

For our wider community and world…
·

For the people and areas affected by the wildfires in Southern
California;
·
For the places filled with pain and hurt in our world and for hope in the
midst of difficult circumstances;
·
For increased understanding between people of different political and
social perspectives and increased empathy and compassion between
people;
·
For all people and places affected by violence and natural disaster;
·
For all who experience trauma and fear due to war;
·
For those who struggle with mental illness and those who care for
them, that the system might be easier for folks to receive the care
they need and deserve;
·
For refugees all over the world;
For God’s goodness in our community…
·
For a beautiful Advent season at UJCC, for the gifts of the Sunday
School Christmas Program and the Choral Cantata;
·
Prayers of gratitude for Toban G and A for their labors of love in
December!
If we have made any errors, we apologize and would appreciate any
corrections! If you have any changes or additions to our list, please let Akiko
know (322-0701 or akiko@ujcclife.com).

“GAMAN”
”GAMAN,” DON’T MISS THIS DISPLAY at the “M St Arts Complex,” (NW
corner of Stanislaus & M St). You will see some UJCC interviewees’ portraits
plus comments and displays of McClane High students of what happened to
120,00 loyal Americans and legal residents, only of Japanese ancestry, living
primarily on the West Coast in 1942. The Complex will be open Tue, Thur &
Fri, 1-4 PM.
Art Teacher Marc Patterson will give a private tour for those who would like to
join a UJCC group for such a Tour, some time between now and mid January.
Please sign up on the Fellowship Hall table if you are interested in joining a
private Tour.
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THE PROPERTY COMMITTEE PAST AND FUTURE
Beginning in January, Dan Eberly and Ted Uyesaka will be sharing the duties of
the Property Committee chairmanship. They will be inheriting a number of
substantive projects including two new ones. Western Lightsource estimates
that replacing the church’s existing lights with LEDs would save enough
electricity to pay for itself in two years. These savings are not just hype
because PG&E believes in them enough to offer the church a zero interest loan
to pay for a $20,500 conversion based on that increased efficiency. The church
will not repay PG&E with what it has in the bank, but over time with the
estimated savings due to the LED conversion.
The second project will meet a need of our increasingly active youth groups. A
committee is looking at the feasibility of creating a dual basketball/volleyball
court between the vegetable garden and the back parking lot. This site might
also function as a parking area during special events like our Crafts Fair.
Since September the solar array has been active and the church currently has
a credit balance of $186 with PG&E.
The Karesansui (Japanese rock garden) is essentially finished, but we plan
future improvements in the garden between the Karesansui and the church
building. Additional memorial bricks need to be added to the memorial path
and some corrections made to existing brick calligraphy and mons.
The carpets in the narthex, hallway and fellowship hall will be replaced in 2018.
Linda Alexander heads a committee which is carefully investigating options.
The entire parking lot is long overdue for repair of cracks and seal coating, an
estimated $13,000 project.
The tent over the barbeque area has been replaced once, but is again in
tatters. Randy Isogawa is investigating a metal alternative.
As you can see, the new leadership has a number of promising improvements
to be completed in the near future.
As chairperson of the Property Committee over the last seven years, it is has
been exciting to work with members who have identified so many projects
which improved the church infrastructure and appearance. These include the
following:
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

A new PVC membrane roof,
A new air-conditioning and heating system,
A new audio and video projection system.
Painting the church exterior and front fence.
Increasing our water conservation by the converting the front
lawn to a Karesansui..
6.
Reducing a $17,000 per year electrical bill to one costing less
than $100 by erecting solar car ports.
7.
Honoring members of the church who served in the armed
forces as well as loved ones with a memorial brick path- a project
which also raised $17,000 in donations.
Ernest Kazato
Property Committee Chairperson

Generosity
I hope all of you had a wonderful Christmas season. We celebrated the
birth of Christ Jesus who gave his life for us. There is not a more generous
thing that anyone can do.
Our church recently had our Generosity Movement in October of which
this committee was in charge. According to the calculations, pledge totals
were slightly down for 2017 in comparison to the previous year. However, not
everyone has turned in their pledge cards so we are optimistic that these totals
will rise.
Please make it a habit to check out the thermometer that is in the
Fellowship Hall. It measures the loose offering and pledges UJCC receives
each month. When I checked it last, in December, the November totals were
posted, but without the online payments registered. (As online giving is still
new for us, we’re still trying to figure out how to add them to the monthly
calculations.) On that note, for those of you who like to do your finances
online or those who may not even have a checking account, please check out
the link that you can find on the church’s website, www.ujcclife.com to make
pledges and offerings.
In behalf of this committee, I wish all of you a very Happy and Blessed
New Year and a big “Thank You” to all of you who have made your generous
pledges, donations, and purchases, and the sharing of your food, time, and
talents. UJCC benefits from all of these kind “givings.”
Kaye Migaki,
Stewardship Committee
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Tomodachi Seniors Group and Friends
Ongoing Activities
Fitness Class: Monday’s 9:30-10:30 AM – Luvena Jacobsen, Instructor
We’ll meet every Monday in January EXCEPT for January 1st (New
Year’s Day) and January 15th (Martin Luther King, Jr. Day). Turn over a new
leaf in 2018...join us and be on your way to a more physically fit year.
Knitting Circle: Two Monday’s in January at 10:30 AM
We’ll meet on January 8th and January 22nd.
Game Day: Two Wednesdays in January at 10:00 AM
Join us on the 17th and 31st.
Past Event
Annual Christmas Celebration & Luncheon
Many thanks to all of the helping hands at this year’s Christmas
Party: Elaine Asami (song leader); Neil Campbell (set up helper); Marcia
Chung (reception & game helper); Pearl & Jack Coon (carpool driver); Joyce
Dessert (angel choir); Lillian Garrigus (piano accompaniment, background
music); Bev Herron (helper elf serving, clean up), Joyce Imai (set up,
reception, ukelele accompaniment & helper elf serving, cleanup); Mel Imai
(set up, game helper, obento pick up & helper elf serving, clean up);
Reverends Hope & Mas Kawashima (special music and Reverends
Sharing); Colleen Kurasaki & Rhoda Wong (scrubber favors); Rev. Saburo
Masada (Reverends Sharing); Gayle Matsubara (helper elf coordination,
serving, clean up), Linda Mayebo (helper); Rev. Akiko Miyake-Stoner &
Rev. Rae Kim (devotional, accompaniment & Reverends Sharing); Fay
Nakaguchi (homemade cookies); Glenn Nakaguchi (sound tech); Tomoko
Naito (homemade kuri manju); Gregg Saito (set up, game leader, obento pick
up & helper elf); Rev. Kay Sakaguchi (Reverends Sharing); Kathie
Sakamoto (sound tech); Helen Shirakawa (reception), Stephanie Sumi
(Santa favors); Vivian Takeuchi (helper elf coordination); Norma Uragami
(angel choir), Jean Yang (helper elf serving, clean up, carpool driver); and
many thanks to ALL who helped to clean up after the party...you were such a
BIG help!
We thank you for the generous donations given to the Community
Food Bank at this event—with your support, we are able to supply 1,316 meals
to support families in need in our wider community.

United Japanese Christian Church

The Focal Point

7

January 2018

Future Events
Special Fitness Presentation: “Chair Yoga - Gentle Yoga Poses”
Wednesday, January 10th
Join us as Lucy Wells, yoga instructor, leads and instructs us in
gentle, modified yoga poses that can be done while seated in a chair (along
with other traditional yoga poses). Lucy is a yoga instructor at both the
Copper River Country Club and Fitness Social.
Who can benefit from chair yoga—all ages and all levels. We’ll be
instructed in stretching, breathing and balance techniques. Many of the basic
body mechanics of the individual postures are retained. While seated on
chairs, we can do versions of twists, stretches and bends. The health benefits
of chair yoga include improved muscle tone, reduction of stress, better sleep
and a sense of well-being.
A sign up form is located in the fellowship hall, or contact the Church
office to sign up. Invite a friend!
February Visitations
Wednesday, February 21st
As we have done in the past years, we’ll once again be visiting and
delivering well wishes to our friends. If you or a family member would like a
visit, please contact the Church office.
We hope that you’ll be able to join us on this very special day. A sign
up form will be located in the fellowship hall at the end of January.

LAY VISITATION TEAM
A new year of activities will begin for the Lay Visitation Team. Many
activities will be planned at the committee meeting to be held on Thursday,
Jan. 4, 2018, at 6 p.m. We will be meeting at Kijima Japanese Restaurant in
Clovis on Shaw Ave.
Holiday activities in December were well attended as the LVT
members went caroling around the Fresno/Clovis area and brought cheers and
greetings to seniors living in neighborhood residences. Two Christmas
services were also held at Vintage Gardens Senior Residences and Sierra
View Senior Residences in Reedley.
For future activities and events planned, please contact Marcia Chung
at marcia@ujcclife. com, or June Sakaguchi at junekaysak@gmail.com.
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FRIENDS CARE
The Christmas season is a time to celebrate the generous hearts of those who
make the Friends Care Ministry and its service to our seniors and friends
possible. We are truly blessed with the donations that continue to promote
our Japanese culture through the menus that are planned each month. Our
volunteers give so freely of their time and talents to complete the many tasks
required for our seniors to enjoy home-cooked Japanese meals Our final meal
this year included oden, broccoli with grape tomatoes, daikon and carrot
sunomono, rice, mandarin orange, cherry dessert and a candy cane.
The Friends Care volunteers wish you and your loved ones the blessings of this
holiday season and a healthy and joyous new year.
Friends Care will deliver obento to our seniors on Friday, January 12th.

Save the Date! Yonsei Memory Project’s Day(s) of
Remembrance in February
You’re invited to YMP’s Day of Remembrance events on Feb 17-19. Brynn
Saito and Nikiko Masumoto of YMP will lead memory tours on Saturday, Feb
17, and a special community gathering at the Fresno Fairgrounds Assembly
Center Memorial on Monday, Feb 19. Visit us on Facebook for more
information! (Search for “Yonsei Memory Project”). We hope you can join us for
these special weekend activities. Please email Brynn
at brynn.saito@gmail.com for more information.
Let me know if you have any questions and thank you!
Brynn
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Girl Scout Troop 305
By Kathie Sakamoto
Girl Scouts were invited to participate in a community service project on
December 3, 2017 at the Pinedale Assembly Center Memorial located at 625
W. Alluvial. We helped with planting and raking leaves. The scouts and
parents endured the blustery cold day to help beautify the grounds. It was
truly a gratification community service project. The scouts learned the history
of the memorial and were filmed by channel 26 news. Hopefully, they will be
part of the documentary “Silent Sacrifice”. It was an honor for Girl Scouts
Troop 305 to be part of this amazing memorial. It’s important for the scouts to
learn and be part of it since they will be the generation to keep it going. Thank
you to the parents and scouts who came out. Proud of all of you!!
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POINSETTIA THANK YOU
Thank You to the following persons who helped to decorate the sanctuary for
Christmas by purchasing the lovely poinsettias. Your donations will go
towards the Youth Summer Camp. Thank you to Kiku Floral – Larry and Lorrie
Yamada for the donation of the poinsettias.
Kathie Sakamoto
In Memory of Norman Sakamoto
Kathie Sakamoto
In Memory of Norman Sakamoto
Kathie Sakamoto
In Memory of Norman Sakamoto
Toshi Sakai
In Memory of Bob Sakai
Brian and Colleen Kurasaki
In Memory of Herky and Frank Urabe
Dorothy Kimura
In Memory of John Kimura
Ernie Kazato
Ron and Norma Uragami
John and Katsuyo Howard
Robert and Marcia Chung
Mine Ikeda
Tina Chan
In Memory of Rose Komoto
Glenn and Fay Nakaguchi
In Memory of Ruth and Tom Nakaguchi
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Glenn and Fay Nakaguchi
In Memory of Edith Yamasaki
Glenn and Fay Nakaguchi
In Memory of Sam and Sumi Yamasaki
F. Mae Morita
In Memory of Our Veterans
Tracy Kiritani
In Memory of Mits Kiritani
Lily Paras
In Memory of Enrique Paras
Larry an Diane Honda
In Memory of Harkie and Stan Honda
Larry an Diane Honda
In Memory of Yuk and Mae Yotsuya
Stephanie Sumi
In Memory of Bill and Lydie Sumi
Jaime and Carol Visitacion
Jaime and Carol Visitacion
In Memory of Rose Komoto
Jaime and Carol Visitacion
In Memory of May and Joe Yahata
Jaime and Carol Visitacion
In Memory of Lilyan Kiyomoto
Jaime and Carol Visitacion
In Memory of Modesto and Elena Visitacion
Jaime and Carol Visitacion
In Memory of Yoneo and Fumi Mori
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Barbara and Kevin Domingues
In Memory of Sho and Dora Katayama
Sam and Allene Oda
In Memory of Jack and Grace Oda
Carolyn and Gary Soto
In Memory of Jack and Grace Oda

2018 UJCC TELEPHONE DIRECTORY
We are in the process of updating the information in the UJCC Directory that
will be available in January 2018. Please look over your information very
carefully in the directory and notify the church office of any changes or
corrections, such as name, address, zip code. If you would like your name
added to the directory and/or toban group, please let us know.
Please inform us if your church group has any dates to add to the master
calendar in 2018.
Thank you.
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UNITED JAPANESE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
11/27/17 thru 12/24/17
SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Mine Ikeda: In Honor of Mrs. Tomoko Naito for all her kindness
Richard Inouye: In Memories of Yoshio, Chizuko, & Robert Inouye
Randy Isogawa: In Remembrance of Hiro & Harriet Isogawa
D/M Ken Kurokawa: In Memory of Barbara Sugai
Day Kusakai: In Memories of Hiroshi, Kent, Hirobe, & Satoshi Kusakai
Day Kusakai: In Memory of Motoichi Miyahara
Toshi Sakai: In Memory of Emilio Masada Lee
Rolene Shimoda: In Memories of Yoshio, Chizuko, & Robert Inouye
M/M Chad Staebler: In Memory of Hiro & Harriet Isogawa
Miyo Kurata: for “Focal Point”
Day Kusakai: Year End Offering
Irene Leach: Thank you for sending the “Focal Point”
R/M Saburo Masada: Memorial Bricks Fund
Sally Nagata: Building Fund, Youth Group, Committee Care, Christmas Special
Program
Tomoko Naito: Year End Offering
M/M Emery Teranishi: Community Garden
Wilma Elliott: Donation
Jo Ann Griffin: Donation
M/M Robert Hamasaki: Donation
Charise Masada: Donation
D/M Donald Mikami: Donation
Quilters: Donation
M/M Clarence Suzuki: Donation

D/M Richard Asami
Roberta Barton
M/M Kenichi Bunden
Neil Campbell
Tina Chan
Donna Chiamori
M/M Robert Chung
M/M Curt Decker
M/M Steve Domoto

CHRISTMAS OFFERING
M/M Tim Elliott
Yoko Emerson
Helen Hanashiro
M/M Robert Hanashiro
Fibber Hirayama
Iris Hiraga
Yukiko Hijioka
Paulette Hiraoka
Kathy Hirasuna

Eiko Holmes
Ken Hori
D/M Glenn Ikawa
Irene Ikeda
Mine Ikeda
M/M Mel Imai
Hiroshi Inouye
M/M Tony Ishii
Randy Isogawa
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CHRISTMAS OFFERING (Continued)
M/M Tom Kaku
M/M Yo Katayama
M/M Stan Kato
Blanca Katsura
Etsu Katsura
Joyce Kaufman
Eujeanne Kawasaki
R/R Mas Kawashima
Darlene Kim
R/M Sungrae Kim
Dorothy Kimura
Amy Kiritani
Tracy Kiritani
M/M Robert Kooda
D/M Dale Kuey
Eiko Kunitake
D/M Ken Kurokawa
M/M Jeff Kurushima
Day Kusakai
M/M David Magoon
D/M Greg Matsubara
Mae Matsunaga
M/M Joseph Matsuo
Nobuko McGee

Kaye Migaki
Akiko Miyake-Stoner
D/M Greg Miyake
Tom Miyake
Emiko Miyamoto
Mae Morita
Sally Nagata
M/M Dick Naito
M/M Henry Naito
M/M Ken Naito
Tomoko Naito
Susie Nakagawa
M/M Glenn Nakaguchi
M/M Arnold Nakamura
M/M Kats Nakano
Beverly Nakayama
M/M Ken Naoe
Kiyoko Nosker
M/M Calvin Ng
Faye Nishioki
Rosie Okajima
M/M Dennis Okamura
M/M Leo Oliver
Mel Renge

Janis Saiki
M/M Gregg Saito
R/M Kay Sakaguchi
Carolyn Scott
Aiko Snavely
M/M Chad Staebler
Stephanie Sumi
M/M Lloyd Takahashi
M/M Mitz Takayama
Aiko Takeda
D/M Lindsay Takeda
M/M Victor Takeda
Ken Takeuchi
Hiroko Tanaka
Jodene Tanaka
Mary Tanaka
Marie Taniguchi
M/M Ron Uragami
M/M Brian Wong
M/M Tom Wong
Johnny Yama
M/M Scott Yamamura
Joyce Yamanaka
D/M Wallace Yang
Robert Yasuhira

THANKSGIVING OFFERING
Eujeanne Kawasaki
M/M Robert Kooda
M/M Calvin Ng

M/M Leo Oliver
D/M Ken Tsutsui
SUNDAY SCHOOL
M/M Jack Coon
Sally Nagata
M/M Leo Oliver
TOMODACHI

Day Kusakai
M/M Joseph Matsuo
Yuhachiro Mori

Nichigobu
M/M Herb Togashi
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FRIENDS CARE
M/M Duane Abe
Taye Abe
M/M Tad Araki
M/M Joe Arve
M/M Buddy Ashida
Thelma Christinson
Toshi Coble
D/M Timothy Hartz: In Honor of Robert & Keiko Kooda
Virginia Hartz: In Honor of Robert & Keiko Kooda
Dorothy Kimura
Day Kusakai
Lisle Funeral Home
M/M Wing Low
Carole Masumoto
Mae Matsunaga
Shizue Mukai
Brenda Nagata: In Memory of Barbara Sugai
Haruye Nagata
M/M Ken Naito
M/M Gene Nakai
Nichigobu
M/M Michael Swezey: In Honor of Rena Swezey
Linda Takeda
Hiroko Tanaka
Mary Tanaka
Kay Teraoka
Sachiko Tokubo
Helen Tsudama
Ann Yoshimura
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