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Pastor’s Page
Greetings UJCC Family,
Grace and peace to you from God our Creator, the Holy Spirit our
Comforter, and our risen Lord, Jesus Christ our redeemer. Amen.
It’s graduation weekend, so I think it’s appropriate to start with a little
math quiz. How many sides does a square have? (4) How many sides
in a triangle? (3) How about a dodecagon? (12 – I actually had to look
that one up). How many sides in a pentagon? (5)
In addition to being graduation weekend, this weekend is also Pentecost, meaning the 50th day. Pentecost is 50 days after the Jewish
festival of Passover. It’s 49 days after Easter Sunday, so you can also
think about it as a week of weeks. 7 weeks of 7 days each. So here
we are. Happy Pentecost!
The church celebration of Pentecost is all about the coming of the
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity, and
church math is strange, so 1+1+1=1. God the Father is God. Jesus
the Son is God. And the Holy Spirit is God. Three persons: One God.
There’s some mystery here, and that’s ok. The Holy Spirit can be a
little hard to nail down, but basically, the Spirit is the one taking a
group of disciples and forming them into the Church. The Holy Spirit
makes us into the Body of Christ here on earth.
Paul writes, “The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know
how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too
deep for words.”
I absolutely love this, because as a pastor, sometimes my job is to be
a “professional pray-er.” On the one hand, that’s ridiculous. There is
nothing unique about a pastor’s prayers. Anyone can pray, and God
hears your prayers just as much as mine. So the pastor does not always have to be the one praying before the meal or at the end of the
meeting, anyone can do so especially if the Holy Spirit may move you
to do so.
That’s why this verse is so important. When we don’t know what to
say, the Spirit helps us out. God understands. When we hear of tragedies like yet another shooting inside a church, or war between two
countries because one leader feels it’s necessary to take back a
country that was a part of a nation that doesn’t exist anymore, or
homes destroyed by wildfire, we trust through the Holy Spirit, God is
present with those who are suffering. And the Holy Spirit calls us to
care and to act in response.
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Graduates, you may have things you want to say that maybe you’re not
sure of, to your parents who have supported you, to your classmates who
have been on this journey with you, and to family members who have
rooted and encouraged you along the way.
This is a major turning point in your lives, and your relationships will
change. Maybe that’s exciting; maybe it’s a little scary. When you have
all those things you don’t know quite how to say, the Holy Spirit is there
to help. When you don’t know what to do, or how to move forward, trust
the Holy Spirit really is guiding you, encouraging you, even when you
don’t see it.
God’s mission for us rarely goes how we expect. Sometimes, the Holy
Spirit coming looks a bit like people acting so exuberant, so excited, that
even though it’s only 9 in the morning, the people around them think
they’re drunk. God moves in strange ways.
This comforter does not make everything all better for the disciples, or for
us. Instead, the Spirit sends us out into this chaotic, broken world. The
Spirit doesn’t take away our fear; the Spirit gives us courage to move
forward.

Wherever you go in life, the Holy Spirit is leading you, guiding you, accompanying you on the journey. And only God knows where the road
leads.
Blessing of peace to you,
Pastor Ivana Heang
______________________________________________

Joys and Concerns
Henri Nouwen writes, “Without Pentecost, the Christ-event—the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus—remains imprisoned in history as
something to remember, think about and reflect on. The Spirit of Jesus
comes to dwell within us, so that we can become living Christs here and
now.”
In the spirit of Pentecost, may we seek to be living Christs here and now
as we join hearts and hands to pray for:
Hisaye Naito
June Kishi
Paras Family
Aaron Smith
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We pray for concerns in our church community…
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

For Rita, Debbie Lucio’s aunt, who was diagnosed with kidney cancer; we pray her surgery can go as scheduled on June 3 if her heart
appointment prior goes smoothly;
For those on hospice care, including JoAnn Griffin;
For those with cancer, including Tsuyoshi Bunden (Ken’s brother)
and Lorraine Kuroda (Carol Visitacion’s 2nd cousin);
For those with physical concerns, including Robert Archuleta and Tim
(Suzy Nishimori’s friend);
For Ken, that his heart might be opened to God’s movement in his
life (Suzy Nishimori’s friend);
For Larry, Suzy Nishimori’s friend, to have a good support system
and enough money to provide for his living needs;
For those recovering from surgery, including Rev. Craig Yoshihara
and Cassie Crossley (Praise God that Cassie was able to donate her
kidney to her husband, Rev. Craig!);
For Eduardo Sagnero and his family: that God reunites them and
guide him to be the father and husband God wants him to be;
For Arnold Gloria, that God uses him to be a beacon of light to others
and keeps the Spirit alive within him as he awaits his next assignment;

For those who grieve…
•
•
•
•

For the loved ones of Kiyo Taniguchi, Arlene Eberly’s mom, who
passed away on May 2;
For the Abe family in the loss of Herb and Rose Abe (Duane’s parents and Amy Kiritani’s sister and brother-in-law) who passed away
within 24 hours of each other at the end of April;
For the family of Taro Shimomura, Julie Moore’s uncle, who passed
away April 22;
For the friends and family of Donna Teraoka, who passed away April
15;

For our wider community and the world…
•
•
•
•
•
•

For those affected by the shooting in Buffalo;
For those affected by the wildfires in Mexico and New Mexico;
For peace in the world, especially in Ukraine and Russia;
For safety for refugees all over the world;
For continued safety and protection against COVID-19 and for our
essential workers, especially healthcare workers who sacrifice so
much—we pray for their health, hope, and strength;
For our veterans and service personnel;
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For increased understanding and empathy between people with
different perspectives;
For all who experience trauma and fear due to war;
For those who struggle with mental illness and those who care for
them;
For refugees all over the world;

For God’s goodness in our community…
•

•
•

Gratitude for return to health and wholeness for Arnold and Nathan
Nakamura
Joy for Mandy, niece of Jeff and Bev Herron, who had a successful
kidney transplant, still in recovery. Her donor, Jerrod, a friend from
college has already been home and both are doing well!
Gratitude for Teen Challenge’s sharing of song and testimony on
April 24

If we have made any other errors, we apologize and would appreciate
any corrections! If you have any changes or additions to our prayer list,
please let Akiko know (akiko@ujcclife.com or 322-0701).
________________________________________________

Pentecost
June 5 will be a day of celebration as we commemorate the milestone
achievements of our 8th grade and High School graduates. It’s also
Pentecost, the Church’s birthday, so don’t forget to wear red (the traditional color of celebration!) or any color from a flame (yellow, blue, orange…!!) to worship on June 5 to celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit!
_______________________________________________

Community Care Happenings
The Community Care Team Bento Sale was held on Sunday, May 22,
11:30am-1:30pm at UJCC. The Bento included BBQ Chicken, Pilaf,
Cabbage/Ramen Salad, and Home-Made Cookies. Freewill donations
will go towards supplies for our all church generosity quilt project, as
well as other community organizations. As of the May 15 deadline, 161
bentos were reserved.

Future Events for Community Care If anyone is interested in joining
the Community Care Team, please contact Larry Honda or anyone on
the committee. The next CCT meeting will be held on June1, 2022,
7:00 pm.
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Pastor Ivana Heang

The month of June is finally upon us! And Graduation Sunday is right
around the corner. This Easter season has come then goes as we reach
Pentecost Sunday, and celebrate the Birthday of the Church! As we celebrate Pentecost Sunday, we will also be honoring and celebrating our
very own Graduates here at UJCC. Congratulations to you all for your
hard work and persistence. Wishing you all the best and for God’s grace
and love to be with you all in your next endeavors.
As summer has begun for most of you, we would like to welcome Jonah
Wong, who will be UJCC’s summer intern! What a blessing to have one
of very own youths from UJCC having interest in seeing our ministries in
action and offering his time to gain some experience of what it takes to
run UJCC. We can’t wait to get this journey started with Jonah and the
many gifts he has to offer us here at UJCC.
Registration for Jr. High & Asian (High School) camps have been extended to June 5th. If you have already registered your youth, and paid
for registrations, please kindly forward to church office your receipt, so
we can reimburse you for payment, as we have scholarships available
for youth camps. I will be attending both camps, and your youth is welcome to ride with me to Camp Lodestar.
We will be having Pentecost service at Vintage Gardens on June 8th at
3:00 pm. If your youth is interested in attending or helping with service,
please contact me via Remind or text to 510-432-2302. Also, your youth
will need to have their COVID-19 Vaccination card with them or take a
picture of it on their phone to have as proof.
Mark your calendars for August 19th 7 – 9 pm for a movie night here at
UJCC. Depending on the weather at that time, there is a possibility that
we can have this outside on the lawn area. Please stay tuned for further
announcements if you need to bring your picnic blankets and lawn
chairs.
Our joint youth circuit event was a hit! We had a total of 15 youths who
attended the evening worship and open gym night at St. Paul’s UMC.
We thank you to the parents and guardians who made the time to bring
your youth to the joint circuit event on May 13th. We would like to continue youth fellowship during the summer months for those who are still
here for them to reconnect with one another and continue to build on it.
Please look out for an email and Remind announcements.
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FRIENDS’ CARE RETURNS!
After a two-year hiatus due to COVID restrictions, FRIENDS’ CARE will
again serve obento to UJCC seniors and friends on Friday, June 3. The
obento will be prepared by Kenji’s restaurant. Deliveries will include
meals shared throughout Fresno, Clovis, Fowler, Selma, Sanger, Reedley and Orosi.
This successful outreach has been made possible by generous monetary
donations, and the thoughtful work of volunteers who have made this
outreach so successful for the past 20 years!
Craig Hasegawa and Ned Saiki have assumed the leadership of this outreach and we look forward to the day when our volunteers will return to
preparing a Japanese meal using the authentic recipes handed down
from our beloved Cosh Ng.
We wish to gratefully acknowledge Steve & Jeff Abe, Selma Nursery
which allowed Friends Care to use their location as a drop off for our
Friends Care volunteers to pick up their obento boxes. We wish Steve &
Jeff a wonderful retirement in their years ahead.
It is a joy to serve our beloved seniors each month.
_______________________________________

High School
Daphne Kazuma
Noah Nakaguchi
Paean Ocampo
Maile Urabe
Kaylee Wong
Junior High
Will Damrose
Sofia Hamasaki
Melody Ikawa
Katelyn Jones
JJ Kuzma
Gracie Ramage-Lopez
Chloe Uyesaka
Matthew Wong
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June 20-24, 2022

$55 per student, $50 additional siblings
*Space still available*
UJCC is celebrating its 24th year of sharing and teaching of Japanese
culture and traditions to children ages 4 years - 12 years old. The goal
of Manatsu-no Gakko is to introduce and share Japanese culture. It is
our hope that a greater understanding and appreciation for Japanese
culture can continue through future generations.
Join us for five days of discovery, learning and new friends as age level
groups rotate through different activity centers. Curriculum teaching of
basic words, simple sentences, common greetings, music, games, food
and crafts is presented in the Japanese and English language; all within
an environment that is nurturing, caring and fun!
Questions? You can call the church office at (559) 322-0701 or contact
Kiesha Oliver at kjaoliver@gmail.com, (559) 360-4513 for sign up
forms.
_______________________________________

Youth and Children’s Ministries Summer Save
The Dates
Please get these dates on your calendar for the summer:
June 5: Graduate Sunday/Last Day of Sunday School
June 20-24: Manatsu no Gakko (Japanese Cultural School)
June 26-July 1: Junior High Camp
July 10-31 (Sundays): Summer Sunday School
July 24-30: Asian Camp (High School)
August 1-5: Vacation Bible School
August 21: Rally Sunday (First Day of Sunday School)
Stay tuned for more details!
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A Note from the Moderator
There is a lot of hustling and bustling that goes on in the month of June
for many of our UJCC students. Many are working hard to complete
final exams/projects/dissertations, etc. to meet graduation requirements. Congratulations to all our 2022 graduates! Our graduates have
completed a major step in their lives, and we wish each one of them
the very best in their next phase.

Happy Father’s Day!!! Make sure to honor our “Fathers” on June 19th.
It is a special day to honor fathers, grandfathers, and father figures for
all their support and love throughout our lives.
Info, updates and more:
A. HCI (Healthy Church Initiative): The HCI committee continues to
meet and move forward with young family focused events. If any
of you have any thoughts or ideas that we could consider for future
events… please do not hesitate to share. We would consider any
of your thoughts on how to support, welcome and bridge with
young families.
B. Community Care Team - Hoping that you all were able to partake and enjoy in the CCT’s “Box Lunch Fundraiser” with the yummy Chicken, Pilaf, and home-baked cookies. Many thanks to Larry
Honda and his team in organizing, preparing, and cooking for this
event!!! Already looking forward to the next one!!!!!
C. Friend’s Care - Friend’s care is back!!! It will look different, as due
to Covid, the committee will not be doing any cooking at church for
now. However, the mission of the committee maintains to serve
our senior community with delicious meals. Meals will be ordered
from a local Japanese restaurant and be delivered. The first date
of meal delivery has been scheduled for Friday, June 3, 2022.
What a joyous time to see Friend’s Care back on the calendar.
Many thanks to Craig Hasegawa, and Ned Saiki for leading this
charge along with the guidance of Jo Katayama.
D. Manatsu No Gakko – June 20-25. 5-8pm. Kiesha Oliver is directing this event. This is a week full of fun activities to teach children
about Japanese Culture. Don’t forget to sign up your children, and
please don’t forget to sign up as a volunteer. All hands are needed
to support this event!

Upcoming:
June 26-July 1 – JHC Camp
July 24-July 30 – Asian Camp at Camp Lodestar
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Lastly, before I close, I want to express my sincerest appreciation to our
UJCC family. On April 12th, my 100-year-old mother- Kiyoko Taniguchi
– was admitted into the hospital, and on April 19th, she came to my
home with Hospice care where she passed away peacefully on May
2nd. We want to thank you for your visits, your texts, and phone calls
to see if we ever needed any support with anything. Your generosity of
donations in mom’s memory, plants, floral arrangements, meals, cards,
koden offerings, and your sweet kind words are so appreciated as we
continue to move forward in keeping mom in our hearts. We are indeed
fortunate to be surrounded by you…. our UJCC family.
Take care and stay Safe everyone!!!
Arlene Eberly
559-960-4044
arlene.eberly@sbcglobal.net

_______________________________
Girl Scout Troop 305
By Kathie Sakamoto

Our Girl Scout year is coming to a closure. I would like to take this opportunity to recognize our Gold Award Recipients. This is the highest
award for a Girl Scout to earn.
Nicole Chien – Gold project a completed volunteer talent database
through a survey to help Medical Ministries International, a Clovis Nonprofit Organization
Maile Urabe – Gold project she cleaned, decluttered, and spruced up
the multipurpose room for the Assistance League Chapter House. She
also implemented new policies and procedures regarding the new donation process.
Congratulations to our Seniors!
Jillian Hoover, Daphne Kuzma, Maile Urabe, and Kaylee Wong.
______________________________

BOY SCOUT
Troop and pack 199 camp at Camp Sequoia. Webelo cub scouts crossover into becoming Boy Scouts in troop 199.
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Cub Scouts Pack 19
by Doug Tanaka - Cubmaster

The Cub Scouts have working hard on their advancements. During
one of their meetings they worked on their engineering skills by making structures build from marshmallows and dried spaghetti! The
Scouts had a competition to see who could make the tallest structure.
The Cubs also made a Mother’s Day gift by decorating a flower pot
and planting some flower bulbs. Up next the Scouts will be performing
some service projects and going camping at Lake Sequoia.
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UNITED JAPANESE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
4/25/22 thru 5/22/22
SPECIAL OFFERINGS
M/M Terry Leeds: In Memories Jeff & Toru Naito
Marion Masada: In Memory of Kathie Morin
Alice Okazaki: In Memories of Bob Okazaki & Rev. Saburo Masada
Rolene Shiomoda: In Memories of Yoshio, Chizuko, & Robert Inouye
M/M Jaime Visitacion: In Honor of Officer Robert Matsumoto
M/M Jaime Visitacion: In Memory of Shannon Langlo
M/M Brian Wong: In Memories of Taro & Joy Asami
M/M Charles Clark: Earth Angel Mission
M/M Tim Elliott: Macy Elliott’s Wedding
Jeanne Gore: Celebration of grand niece Delilah Kapri Stephens and
being able to replace her car
Dorothy Kimura: Macy Elliott’s wedding
Marion Masada: Becoming UJCC members; Nobie Osato, Jody
Juteau, & Charlene Kiyuna
M/M Glenn Nakaguchi: Healthy Church Initiative
M/M Norman Ocampo: OGHS
Susan Cao: Donation
Cub, Scout Pack #199: Donation
Tamar & Janna Bedoyan: Donation
M/M Robert Hanashiro: Donation
Debbie & Staci Lucio: Donation
M/M Patrick Oh: Donation
Nobie Osato: Donation
IN MEMORY OF KIYOKO TANIGUCHI
Donna Chiamori
M/M Tim Elliott
Yukiko Hijioka
Iris Hiraga
Joyce Imai
M/M Donald Katayama
M/M Yo Katayama

Amy Kiritani
Tracy Kiritani
Charlene Kiyuna
D/M Ken Kurokawa
Marion Masada
Bill Tokumoto
D/M Wallace Yang
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IN MEMORY OF HERB & ROSIE ABE
D/M Ken Kurokawa
D/M Wallace Yang
COMMUNITY CARE
Susan Cao
Mine Ikeda
M/M Gregg Saito
EASTER
D/M Glenn Ikawa
Susie Nakagawa
Kiyoko Nosker
Marie Taniguchi
FRIENDS CARE
M/M Jeff Herron: In Memory of Kaye Takemoto
NJAUMC
Donna Chiamori
Mine Ikeda
Hope Kawashima
Dorothy Kimura
D/M Ken Kurokawa
Debbie & Staci Lucio
Kaye Migaki
Tomoko Naito
Suzanne Nishimori
M/M Gregg Saito
D/M Lindsay Takeda
Bill Tokumoto
M/M Jaime Visitacion
NICHIGO-BU
Emi Takizawa: In Memory of Kiyoko Taniguchi
TOMODACHI
M/M Glenn Nakaguchi
VALLEY PUBLIC RADIO
Tomoko Naito: In Memory of Tom Naito
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