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Pastor’s Page 
 
Greetings UJCC Family, 
 
Grace and peace to you from God our Creator, the Holy Spirit our Com-
forter, and our risen Lord, Jesus Christ our redeemer. Amen. 
 
Happy August to you all, wherever you may be.  I hope you all are hav-
ing a great summer.  This month, it signals the bittersweet ending of 
summer and the upcoming season of fall.  Many of our children and 
youth are starting school soon, while some of our college aged kids are 
preparing for their new classes, while finding deals on textbooks and 
supplies for their new living arrangements. I pray the new transitions 
are exciting and goes smoothly for all our kids and educators here at 
UJCC and within our community.  As we all go through transitions and 
that during times of transition are opportunities to grow in our faith as 
God gets our attention. 
 
For a lot of us August is time where we get back to normal life rhythms 
and for others it’s life as usual. Perhaps the summer has been a typical 
one full of swimming, vacations, trips to the zoo, wilderness camping, 
and other local attractions, maybe you’ve moved to a new place, or wel-
comed a new baby into your family. Whichever camp you’re in, I hope 
you are able to reflect and see specific ways God has revealed himself 
to you and ways you have grown closer to Jesus. 
 
Exciting things are happening here at UJCC, with Vacation Bible 
School from August 1

st
 – 5

th
.  Rally Sunday is just around the corner on 

August 21
st
 that will end with a BBQ graciously hosted by Kevin and 

Mary Kay Watkins.  Just when we thought it couldn’t get any more inter-
esting here at UJCC, we’re having a Family and Friends Movie Night at 
UJCC on August 19

th
 from 7 pm – 9:30 pm.  We encourage you all in-

vite your family and friends to this free event, where snacks and drinks 
will be provided for all and will be showing “Big Hero 6”. 
 
As you all may have heard in my July announcement, I am expecting a 
baby girl in January.  I am in the early stages of my second trimester.  I 
am feeling great so far and am so blessed by everyone here at UJCC 
through your kind and congratulatory words. This will be our first daugh-
ter, who will be greatly loved and welcomed by three older brothers, 
and we can’t wait to share her with our church families. 
 
Although we all miss traditional church services along with its fellowship 
hour to follow, we are doing our best to provide meaningful experiences 
following the guidelines and recommendations set by our Reopening 
Committee that are working together to make decisions to keeping our 
doors open and for UJCC to continue in person church services.    
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Our primary motivation in all we do, being a church together during this 
ongoing pandemic is remembering the command of Jesus - to love God 
and to love our neighbors as we have been reminded about the story of 
the Good Samaritan (one of my favorite parables) from Luke 10:25-
37.  Loving our neighbors involves keeping one another safe.  If you’re 
not feeling well, please stay home and get rest so you can get better.  
Since any mask is better than no mask, please remember that we have 
disposable adult and child size masks available on the table near the 
main entrance of our church.  For the safety of everyone with our indoor 
gathering, in the case of an intruder, please also remember that we will 
be locking our doors at 10:30 am and someone will be available to let 
you in until 10:45 am on Sundays.  If you come later than that, please 
kindly ring the doorbell and one of our ushers will be out to let you in. 
 
My prayer for all of you is found in my new favorite blessing. 
 
Stay safe – 

Stay healthy – 
 
And stay in love with God! 
 
Blessings of peace to all, 
Pastor Ivana Heang 
 

_________________________________________________ 
 

Joys and Concerns 
 

In Ephesians 6:8, it is written: “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with 
all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always 
keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.”  In this spirit, let us hold in 
prayer: 

Hisaye Naito 

June Kishi 

Paras Family 

Aaron Smith 

 

We pray for concerns in our church community… 

• Traveling mercies for JoAnn Dack who traveled to AZ in July and 
Loette Zablackis as she travels in Spain with her brother and his fam-
ily (prayers for Arnold as he cares for the granddaughters here at 
home); 

• Peace for Coby, Arnold Nakamura and Loette Zablackis’ daughter, 
who is experiencing stress and anxiety at work; 
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• For all in a time of transition, including Landon, Arnold Nakamura and 
Loette Zablackis’ step-grandson, who has moved to Montana to live 
with his mother; we pray for love and understanding in this time of 
adjustment; 

• For those with health concerns, including Pastor Ivana’s father (who 
caught COVID and for her mother, Mary, as she cares for him); Cin-
dy (Debbie Lucio’s cousin with Valley Fever), and Antoinnette Ar-
chuleta (Robert’s sister with pneumonia); 

• For Kate, Garrett and Ritsuko Masterson’s daughter, as she experi-
ences relationship changes;  

• For those with cancer, including Tsuyoshi Bunden (Ken’s brother 
who is responding well to cancer treatment) and Satwant Singh 
(Elaine Range’s friend with bile duct cancer); 

• For those recovering, including Diane Honda (from wrist replacement 
and tendon reassignment surgery), Paul Ocampo (from surgery), and 
Rev. Bob Miyake-Stoner (Akiko’s dad from a leg infection and hospi-
talization); 
 

For those who grieve… 

• For the loved ones of 23-year-old James Delsid, Neil Campbell’s 
daughter-in-law’s grandson, was shot and killed at a party in July; 

• For the loved ones of JoAnn Griffin, beloved UJCC member, whose 
life will be remembered July 30 @ 4pm @ UJCC; 

• For the loved ones of Yuri Nishioka, Lisa Nishioka’s auntie, who 
passed away June 18.  We pray especially for Yuri’s daughter in this 
difficult time; 
 

For our wider community and the world… 

• For those affected by mass shootings, including the community of 
Highland Park, IL; 

• Prayers for all refugees around the world making new homes in for-
eign places; 

• For continued safety and protection against COVID-19 and for our 
essential workers, especially healthcare workers who sacrifice so 
much—we pray for their health, hope, and strength; 

• For our veterans and service personnel; 

• For increased understanding and empathy between people with dif-
ferent perspectives; 

• For all who experience trauma and fear due to war; 

• For those who struggle with mental illness and those who care for 
them; 
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For God’s goodness in our community… 

• UJCC Music Minister Joy Gaje lifts: “Grateful thanks to Marcia 
Chung, Garrett Masterson, Irene Ikeda, Rev. Hope Kawashima, 
Kevin Watkins, Norman Ocampo, Jeanette Nishimori, and Cherish 
Aw, who have served as dedicated song leaders this past church 
year at UJCC. May God richly bless you and others as you continue 
to serve Him in this new church year! With deepest appreciation!”  
We also lift great gratitude for the blessing of Joy’s music and kind 
spirit in our midst! 

• Thankfulness to the UJCC family for their prayers for Diane Hon-
da’s wrist replacement and tendon reassignment surgery.  We re-
joice that all has gone smoothly, that she started rehab in early Ju-
ly, and praises for the skills of many medical professionals who are 
caring for her; 

• Gratitude from Norman and Eugenia & family for the UJCC family 
as you have been praying for Paul Ocampo’s recovery;  

• Joy for the birth of Hazel Souza to Jon and Courtney Souza; proud 
grandparents are Ron and Norma Uragami; 

• Praises for all who have celebrated birthdays recently, including 
Aiko Snavely on July 5; 

• Thanksgiving for Pastor Ivana Heang and her husband Rev. Vatha-
nak as they expect a daughter; prayers for soon-to-be older broth-
ers Philo, Shilo, and Khilo; 

• Prayers of joy: FIRM’s World Refugee Day. Big thanks to Fay & 
Glenn Nakaguchi and Kathy Hirasuna who set up a booth to repre-
sent UJCC and weathered the hot temperatures under a pop-up 
shade; 

• Prayers of joy for Kiesha Oliver who coordinated this year’s Gakko 
in June. A big thank you for all her time, planning, and efforts into 
making this year’s Gakko a success; gratitude for all the volunteers 
and students who made Gakko possible! 
 

If we have made any other errors, we apologize and would appreciate 
any corrections!  If you have any changes or additions to our prayer list, 
please let Akiko know (akiko@ujcclife.com or 322-0701).   
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A Note from the Moderator  

 

August already!!!  Hoping that you are all staying as cool as possible as 
we are experiencing 100+ degree temperatures.  Currently… Danny and 
I are without air-conditioning, so I am reliving my much younger days of 
living in a home without central air.  No worries though… we have a sys-
tem in place to keep the house cool and am very grateful for a two-story 
home where heat rises!!! So yes… we for sure are enduring the heat!!! 
 

That being said, I am always reminded that there is always a positive 
side to this very warm weather that the Central Valley endures each 
summer.  We live in an agricultural hub where the warm weather is nec-
essary to support our local farmers in growing the variety of fruits and 
vegetables that we consume daily.  I am grateful each day as I bite into 
a crisp sweet piece of watermelon, snack on grapes, peaches, nectar-
ines, or lunch on a nice fresh salad. 

As we endure the heat, let us be thankful for the bounty of fruits and 
vegetables that it brings to our tables to share.  

Info, updates and more: 

HCI (Healthy Church Initiative):  Last night was our Young Family 
Dinner and Game night. I would be remiss if I didn’t state what a 
success this event was.  There was 70+ sign ups, and the Fel-
lowship Hall was buzzing with youth everywhere!!! Many thanks 
to the HCI committee members that were able to support this 
event, and a big shout out to Crystal Togo Ansay for leading and 
guiding us through these events.  

 Next Event for HCI – HCI will be cosponsoring the UJCC movie 
Night with Pastor Ivana, and the youth group.  See Item “G” be-
low. 
 

Tomodachi –The “Autumn Bento and Blessing” will be held on 
Wednesday, September 21

st
.  Make sure to put your reservation 

in for a Bento to pick up!... You know it will be delicious! Thank 
you to the Tomodachi leaders and most especially Janelle Saito 
for spearheading this event. 
 

Vacation Bible School Registration – As you are reading this 
newsletter, VBS is currently running.  Many Thanks to Director 
Becky Wong for leading this event in continuing to guide our 
children in their ongoing journey with the Christian faith. 

The Focal Point                                                            August 2022 

United Japanese Christian Church 



 

 7 

 
Central Valley Asian Craft Fair – A new name, but still one of the 

biggest events for UJCC. We are looking forward to this upcom-
ing event to be held at UJCC on September 17

th
-Saturday. 

Please look for sign-ups on ways to volunteer for this event as 
we need everyone’s support.  Many thanks to the Fabulous Four 
that work so hard in directing and coordinating this event – Carol 
and Paul Yamashita, Mike and Gail Yamamoto. 

 

Active Shooter Training – This Training is scheduled for August 
28th. 

 The Active shooter training addresses the threat of an active 
shooter by providing awareness, preparation, prevention, and 
response methods.  

 Maggie Ikeda Pendleton, and the Safe Sanctuary Committee 
have been working diligently on looking at options from multiple 
angles in keeping UJCC a safe place to be.  Information is updat-
ed as data is being studied and reviewed on an ongoing basis. 
 

UJCC Movie Night- Pastor Ivana and the youth group will be hosting 
a movie night on August 19

th
.  Calendar this in and look for a fun 

night to spend together with family and friends.  Thank you, Pas-
tor Ivana and youth, for preparing such a fun event to attend!!! 

 

Upcoming:  

August 21 – Sunday School Rally Sunday 

September 11 – Blessing of Animals Service 

 

Take care and stay Safe everyone!!! 

 

Arlene Eberly     
559-960-4044 
arlene.eberly@sbcglobal.net 
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FINANCE 
 
The first half of the year ending 6/30/22 has been difficult for UJCC, 
particularly with respect to our investments. We have experienced the 
worst market performance in over 50 years. As most of you are aware, 
this has been due to high inflation, rising interest rates, supply chain 
disruptions and the war in Ukraine. 
 
Our CVCB bank balance has increased from $187,907 to $193,607 in-
dicating continued inflow of revenues. However, our investments have 
gone from $805,929 to $679,192 largely related to a fall in the market 
indices. Our investments are in broad based index funds and we hold 
no individual equities. At some point the market will turn but no one can 
predict when. 
 
From the beginning of the year, our total reserves have gone from 
$993,835 to $872,799. Although it is uncomfortable to observe our re-
serves fall, UJCC still remains in a strong financial position. Our opera-
tional expenses run about $400,000 annually. This means our current 
reserves can support two full years of operations.  
 
Thank you for your continued faithful support.  
 
Report prepared by Ken Kurokawa 

________________________________________________ 

Active Shooter Training 

Sunday, August 28, 2022 @ 11:45 (following worship) 

We are grateful that Officer Jesse Herring, a friend and colleague of 
Maggie Pendleton, will come train our congregation to respond in the 
event of a shooting at church.  Officer Herring is a School Resource 
Officer who has been teaching Active Shooter Training for many years. 
He was an officer at Fresno Police Department before working in 
schools.  He taught a class at UJCC in 2018 that was met with very 
positive reviews. 
 
This Active Shooter Training will address the threat of an active shooter 
by providing awareness, preparation, prevention, and response meth-
ods. The class is about 60 minutes in length and includes a video 
presentation followed by instruction, discussion, and practice scenarios. 
 
To RSVP, please contact Maggie Pendleton 
(MaggieIkedaPendleton@clovisusd.k12.ca.us, 
gmcpend@sbcglobal.net, or 559-930-9873).  Everyone is invited to at-
tend.  Board of Directors, Sunday School teachers, and UJCC staff are 
especially encouraged to attend.  Thank you! 

mailto:MaggieIkedaPendleton@clovisusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:gmcpend@sbcglobal.net
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Youth Ministry 
Pastor Ivana Heang 

It’s August and soon our youths will be heading back to the start of a 
new school year.  I pray that their new transition into their new classes, 
new teachers, and new schedules will go smoothly and be the start of a 
new academic adventure.  May God’s grace and comfort continue to 
surround them and the anxiousness that may come along with chang-
es. 
 
A big thank you to all our youths who have been helping with summer 
Sunday School classes.  It is refreshing and a blessing to have role 
models for our children’s ministry.  I know the Sunday school superin-
tendents and teachers welcome all the extra hands in helping set up 
the classrooms, crafts, and lessons for Sunday morning.  I know I am 
grateful to our youth’s heart and willingness to serve.   
 
Vacation Bible School is from August 1

st
 – 5

th
, from 5 pm – 8 pm and if 

your youth is in need of community service hours, this will be an awe-
some opportunity for them to gain some hours.  This year will be a joint 
VBS venture with our sister circuit church, Memorial UMC. They too will 
have some of their youths helping with VBS, and this would be a 
chance to meet and connect with other youths outside of our church 
community.   
 
Please mark your calendars for VBS & Camping Reflection Sunday, 
August 7

th
 and for Family & Friends Movie Night, August 19

th
 here at 

UJCC.  As everyone’s schedule is more predictable, I would like to es-
tablish an evening Zoom or Google Meet with our youth twice a month 
for us to catch up with one another, especially for those who only see 
each other on Sundays.  Please stay tuned for more announcements 
via Remind (please download the app) and email. 

_____________________________________________ 
 

Mission Offering For August 

From its inception in 1974, the Pacific Islander and Asian American 
Ministries (PAAM) has been instrumental in promoting representation 
of Asian and Pacific Islanders in the ministries of the UCC.  The group 
was recognized as a special interest group within the UCC in 1975 and 
continues to address racial equality and representation within all levels 
of the Church.  Please make your checks out to “United Japanese 
Christian Church” with “PAAM” in the memo line or make a special do-
nation through the online giving option at www.ujcclife.com (click on 
“Donate” at the top).  Thank you for supporting this valuable ministry. 
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Community Care Happenings 
 
On World Refugee Day, June 23, Community Care Team participated 
in this event at Fresno Interdenominational Refugee Ministry (FIRM). It 
was held to celebrate World Refugee Day. Kathy Hirasuna and Glenn & 
Fay Nakaguchi represented UJCC with a bean bag toss and handed 
out candy. Many organizations participated, and there was a nice turn-
out for this event. 
 
Generosity Quilt Most all the quilt tops have now been sewn. Church 

members are now working on quilting the backings to the quilt tops. We 

are on schedule to finish this project by the end of September. Many 

note cards have been donated to give with the quilts.  CCT members 

are grateful for the participation of all the church members. 

 

School Supplies for FIRM  were gathered by the Community Care 

Team as well as Vacation Bible School. The S/S will be given to the 

children of families that Fresno Interdenominational Refugee Ministry is 

supporting. The deadline was July 31, 2022.  Thank you for your dona-

tions! 

 

Work with Sierra Vista School started in July when CCT voted to sup-

port our neighborhood elementary school, Sierra Vista Elementary, with 

$50 grants to the teachers for educational supplies. Principal Cathy 

Dodd was excited about events at our church and how they would be of 

interest to the families of her students. She especially noted Trunk or 

Treat, Rummage Sale, Luau, and the Crafts Faire.  

 
Next Meeting was planned for July 27, 2022, via Zoom at 7:00 pm. If 
you are interested in CCT, please contact Larry Honda or any other 
member. 
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____________________________________________________ 

STAFFING UPDATE 
 
UJCC would like to thank Jason Lanting for his brief, but appreciative 
service to UJCC as Facilities Manager.  Jason has decided to pursue 
other opportunities at this time, and we at UJCC wish him nothing but 
the best.  
 
For issues regarding the facilities, please inform the office staff, and 
your request will be routed to the appropriate individual.  If you have 
contacts for services, such as, Plumbing, Heating/AC, Landscaping, 
that you feel that UJCC can benefit from, please provide that infor-
mation to the office.  Thank you. 
  
Kevin Watkins 
SPRC Chairperson 
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Reflections on this Year’s Denominational Meet-
ings 

In June, UJCC found itself enjoying and celebrating its connections with 
our denominations, the United Methodist Church (UMC) and the United 
Church of Christ (UCC) with members attending the annual regional 
meetings.  Norman Ocampo and Kevin Watkins, along with Pastor 
Ivana Heang, Rev. Hope Kawashima (retired deacon), and Akiko 
Miyake-Stoner attended Annual Conference (UMC) June 10-13 in Sac-
ramento.  Then, the following week (June 17-19), Akiko and Dr. Ernie 
Kazato attended the UCC Annual Gathering in-person in Rohnert Park 
while Charlene Kiyuna joined from the Zoom room hosted by our sister 
church, First Congregational UCC, Fresno (also known as the Big Red 
Church).  A big thank you to our lay members and delegates!  Please 
enjoy their reflections:   

CA-NV UMC Annual Conference, June 10-13, 2022 

Sacramento Convention Center 

Norman Ocampo writes: 

The 174th session of the UMC Annual Conference was a great experi-
ence and success.  
 
"LET LOVE BE " (Romans Chapter 12) as its main theme, the messag-
es from different Bishops, Pastors, and Lay members, meeting a lot of 
Friends/Family, very good music, the Diversity, the call to be of service 
to ALL as we follow Jesus ...all these, made the experience worth shar-
ing. 
 
Thankful and blessed to be able to represent UJCC!  
 

Kevin Watkins writes: 

Attending my second UMC Annual Conference, I was struck by the feel-
ing of compassion the each person in the room had for each other, their 
churches, and their fellow man. 
 
It was such a joy to see the Locally Licensed Pastors celebrated, includ-
ing our very own Pastor Ivana!! 
 
It was so moving to hear Interim Bishop Dyck deliver an inspirational 
message, and it moved me to not find mine, but to look for everyone’s 
“inner donkey”! 
 
Thanks to the congregation of UJCC for allowing me to attend on their 
behalf. 
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NCNC-UCC Annual Gathering, June 17 – 19, 2022 

Zoom via First Congregational Church, Fresno and in-person at 
Sonoma State University 

You read Ernie Kazato’s reflections in last month’s newsletter. 

Charlene Kiyuna writes: 

“LEARN, LOVE, ACT,” was the theme of the Annual Gathering, the first 
“hybrid” Gathering for the Northern CA/Nevada Conference of the Unit-
ed Church of Christ. Sonoma State hosted In-person attendance, and 
selected churches offered attendance through Zoom live-stream. The 
“Big Red Church” hosted the Zoom streaming for Fresno lay members. 

The biggest take-away was the unrelenting commitment of the United 
Church of Christ to making the world a more just, compassionate, and 
healthy place to live. Keynote speakers, Jamar Doyle and Paula Barker 
from the Council for Health and Human Service Ministries – CHHSM - 
laid out their plan for realizing the #1 priority of CHHSM: to eliminate 
systemic racism. HOW? Through Financial commitments and partner-
ships with churches, health organizations and communities, providing 
“toolkits” to implement affordable health care, accessible mental health 
care, legal services, accessibility to books, and food. 

Business was conducted with a review and vote on financial state-
ments, by-law modifications, and slates of candidates to replace out-
going Conference committee members.  Safety policies for clergy, em-
ployees, and regular volunteers were reviewed as well. NCNC-UCC 
worked hard to ensure that a quorum was present in the voting pro-
cess. 

____________________________________________________ 

 

 
CCNF BUS TRIP 
 
CCNF is going to try a bus trip to Reno Oct 3-5 (Mon-Wed).  Prices for 
hotel & travel have increased considerably since pre-Covid; but it 
would be nice to go & have fun.  Prices are based on the number of 
travelers so we’re asking who might be interested. 
 
If interested, please contact: 
Marcia Chung at 273-0397 or 
Joyce Imai at 970-0058 
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Tomodachi Seniors Group and Friends 
 
It’s the “Good Old Summertime--those days full of pleasure, we now 
fondly treasure.”  We hope that you’re finding creative ways to keep 
cool as you enjoy your August adventures! 
 
*Save the Date* 
Wednesday, September 21st  
“Welcome Autumn Bento and Blessing Drive-Thru” 
  
Be on the lookout in the upcoming newsletter regarding all of the de-
tails.  See You in September! 
 
Belated Thank You 
  
Many thanks to Hope Kawashima for her beautiful garden flowers that 
she has so generously provided for our last several events.  We’ve 
enjoyed the fruits of your labor, Hope! 
 
 Senior Care Response Team (SCRT) Ministry 
  
The SCRT ministry continues to support the needs of our seniors.  We 
do so by reaching out to Church and community resources to assist 
you within our scope. 
  
We continue to help with the purchase and delivery of groceries and 
other supplies upon request.  
  
The 2021 UMC Beulah Grant award allowed us to purchase three Ap-
ple iPads which can be checked out, first-come, first-served, to support 
the viewing of online and live-streamed Sunday worship services, join 
in on Church online Zoom meetings, and help keep connected with the 
Church, family and friends. 
  
We support the creation and mailing of Sunday worship services and 
other events in the DVD viewing format.  
  
If you would like to be included in any of the above outreach, please 
contact Arlene Eberly (960-4044) or Janelle Saito (313-0489). 
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Cub Scouts Pack 199 

by Julien Ros – Cubmaster 
June/July 

      
 

     On June 26th, Cub Scouts participated in our annual Rain Gutter 
Regatta! We had some bumps in the road, or should I say, “bumps in 
the waterway”? Parts of our rain gutters were warped and were too nar-
row for boats to pass through, so being the resourceful scouts that we 
are, we used kitchen tongs to expand the opening. After all, thriftiness 
is one of our scout mottos! Speaking of thriftiness, on July 10

th
, the 

Bear Den practiced using tools such as hammers, screw drivers, 
clamps, and a sawhorse, and then, built a miniature toolbox using their 
skills. When things are broken, we fix it! Let’s trash that disposable 
mindset and save our money and our planet! Here’s another activity to 
reinforce that. What can you do when you get an excess amount of 
fruits in the summer? Make fruit leather! The scouts got to observe and 
participate in the making of nectarine fruit leather. This simple snack 
has just 2 ingredients: nectarine and a whole lot of sun.  

More fun to come! July 24
th
, Cub Scouts will have their recruitment 

open house from 12 to 4pm.  If you know of an elementary age child 
that is interested, send them our way. We will have a taco bar pot luck, 
teambuilding activities, water play, and arrow shooting.  

Until next time, remember your Duty to God, Duty to Others, and Du-
ty to Self!  
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BOY SCOUT 
 
Boy Scouts make garden boxes for Sam Geesey’s Eagle Scout Project. 
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UNITED JAPANESE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

6/27/22 thru 7/24/22 

SPECIAL OFFERINGS 

 
Donna Chiamori: In Memory of Herb & Rose Abe 

Joyce Dessert: In Memory of Frank & Frances Takemoto 

M/M Anthony Ishii: In Memory of Yuri Nishioka 

M/M Robert Kooda: In Memory of Etsu Katsura 

Day Kusakai: In Memories of Hiroshi & Kent Kusakai 

Bill Tokumoto: In Memory of JoAnn Griffin 

M/M Jaime Visitacion: In Memory of Hideko Kinoshita 

Robert Yasuhira: In Memory of Henry Yasuhira 

 

D/M John Damrose: Nichigo-Bu 

M/M Marc Juteau: Love Offering 

M/M Gregg Saito: Manatsu No Gakko 

M/M Ron Uragami: In celebration of the birth of granddaughter Hazel Souza 

M/M Tom Wong: Nursery Remodel 

 

Tamar & Janna Bedoyan: Donation 

M/M David Cao: Donation 

C Hannon: Donation 

Debbie & Staci Lucio: Donation 

M/M Patrick Oh: Donation 
 

IN MEMORY OF KIYOKO TANIGUCHI 

AGAPE 

M/M Gregg Saito: In Memory of JoAnn Griffin 
 

FRIENDS CARE 
Joan Nakamura 
 

SENIOR CARE RESPONSE TEAM 
Tina Chan: In Memory of Kiyoko Taniguchi 
 

TOMODACHI 
M/M Dan Eberly: In Memory of Herb & Rose Abe 
M/M Yukio Inouye 
M/M Gregg Saito: In Memory of Kiyoko Taniguchi 

M/M Robert Chung 
Mine Ikeda 
Shannon Greene 
Kaye Migaki 
Mae Morita 

Stephanie Sumi 
D/M Lindsay Takeda 
M/M Ron Uragami 
M/M Jaime Visitacion 
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Nichigo-Bu Update 
 
Nichigo (Japanese language) ministries at UJCC have been an im-
portant part of our church community for decades.  Its members have 
studied the Word of God most faithfully together, joined in times of fel-
lowship, attended spiritual retreats, taught us how to cook, and an-
swered all our questions about Japan so patiently!  Although the group 
may be small in number, we give thanks for their desire to know God 
more deeply and to grow in faith! 
 
Nichigo-Bu is in a time of transition as we give thanks for Tomoko Naito 
and Kiyoko Nosker who have retired from their roles as co-coordinators 
of the Nichigo-Bu.  We are so grateful for our incoming co-coordinators, 
Kinuyo Bunden and Katsuyo Howard.  As we begin this new chapter of 
Nichigo ministries at UJCC, the UJCC Board of Directors invites individ-
uals and UJCC ministry groups to make donations to the Nichigo-Bu 
fund.  These contributions will be used initially for honorarium for 
monthly Japanese-language Bible Study.  As the direction of the 
Nichigo-Bu continues to develop, it will be used to support mission and 
ministry for the Nichigo-Bu. 
 
Please make your checks out to "United Japanese Christian Church" 
with "Nichigo-Bu" in the memo line.  Thank you for your investment in 
Japanese language ministry! 
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